Will Township June Newsletter by Supervisor





    The winter of 07/08, and so far the spring of ’08 have not been kind to our road commissioner in his attempt to maintain the roads in our township.  Most of you understand the problems while others who are ‘new’ to the area or who are very impatient, or who are only concerned with ‘their agenda’ have voiced their personal concerns over the general condition of our roads at our board meetings.  Illinois roads are probably some of the worst in the nation.  Locally, we do not have any leadership in the state or county that will resolve the issue of ‘roads in crisis’ any time soon.  Lack of funding is the main reason given by politicians for the horrible road conditions on state, county, and municipal roads.  





    SO, WHAT DO WE DO WITH OUR VERY LIMITED RESOURCES RELATIVE TO PROVIDING BETTER ROADS IN WILL TOWNSHIP? You can do what I do.  On my little stretch of Ridgeland I grade the road and cut the ditches.  Several of you have asked at board meetings, What can we do to help? Well, if you have the equipment to do the job then by all means do it.  Call the road commissioner and let him know what you intend to do then just ‘do it’.  Just as you cannot depend on a Will County Deputy Sheriff being at your door when you need it, You cannot totally rely on the township to solve your ‘pothole’ problems when you want it fixed.  Get a shovel or a tractor and do it yourself.  But Mr. Supervisor, I pay taxes for road maintenance, so why should I get involved in maintaining my road?  Once again, You do it because you can.  





    If you want to live in Will Township or any other unincorporated areas you have to do a lot of things yourself that you pay taxes to have other people do for you.  If you want to be a little more self-sufficient, you need the right equipment.  You need a pickup with a snowplow blade, and a tractor with a bucket at one end and a grader blade or box scraper at the other end.  A snow blower attachment for the tractor is nice too.  If you don’t have this equipment or if you are unable to do these things then you’ll simply have to be patient and wait your turn when road conditions turn bad.  You are sadly mistaken if you don’t think we know about road conditions in this township.  The trustees, road commissioner and myself are constantly traveling the roads in our township looking for problems.  Standing water, potholes, ice, mud, dust, and snow are all conditions that WE DO NOT CREATE, but conditions none the less, that we try to fix as fast as Mother Nature will allow.





    I applaud those of you who have been patient when road conditions aren’t ‘perfect’ and I thank you for calling me or Bruce or one of our trustees, when there is a problem wherever it may be.  Communication is a wonderful thing as long as it is positive and constructive.  So, come to meetings and voice your concerns, but if you are just coming to complain, then you are more a part of the problem than a voice for solution.





    There will be a special meeting of the Will Township board on June 24 to discuss a purchase proposal for 2.76 adjoining acres that will expand our facilities at the township.  All registered voters of the township are invited to attend.


Work is being done on the township hall to improve parking and usability.  We also need a coat of paint on the exterior of the hall.





    We will be voting for a new president in November, so be sure your voting status is up to date.  We will have a registration drive prior to the election.





    Gene Maves is the chairman of Will Township planning and zoning.  Meetings are scheduled as necessary on the first Monday of the month.  Meetings are open to the public.  For questions on P & Z, call Gene at 258-3340


