Dear Editor,





     Response to Will Township Supervisor's June Newsletter from several Will Township Residents:





     We couldn’t agree more with the Township Supervisor and author of the June Newsletter that residents should attend Township meetings and express their concerns and thoughts on issues. Again, we couldn’t agree more with the comment that communication is a wonderful thing as long as it is constructive. 


     However it seems illogical to make a reference that communications are welcomed, only if they are positive and constructive. This seems to fly in the face of any conversation that addresses “concerns.” Concerns often do not raise issues of a positive nature but raise problems or negative things that residents are concerned about in the community. 


     Just because someone raises something they preserve as being a problem, or negative in the Township, these should be as welcomed as someone praising government’s efforts. That is how the democratic process works. That is how issues can be raised to reach consensus on projects that serve all community residents. 


     It seems unfortunate that the recent newsletter seems to be an attack on Township residents that have recently had problems with road maintenance, among other issues. 


     While the lack of funding that is noted, is one way to respond to Will Township’s inability to maintain our roads properly, other townships in our immediate vicinity do not seem to have the same problem. Several townships around Will also have full-time staff to make sure they keep up with and meet the needs of their residents. Will Township has no full-time staff to work on roadway maintenance. 


     If Will Township has such a funding problem, where is $300,000 coming from to fund a proposed purchase of property for more township property? Shouldn’t we be first taking care of one of the township’s main priorities our roads before we purchase more land that we may not be able to maintain?


     The Supervisor's reference to having “patience” when it comes to the poor roadway conditions in our township is a poor attempt to justify the lack of effectiveness of our township officials to our needs. 


     Should we sit back and have our vehicles damaged when we know this can be easily corrected. Should we have our homes filled with dust day after day because we have roads in desperate need to repair. And to say we chose to live here and that is what we get from living outside a congested urban community is unacceptable. 


     We do pay taxes and desire better from our township government. For the township officials to claim we do not have the needed resources to help maintain our roads, when it is their responsibility to do just that, is quiet frankly unacceptable to many residents. 


     Mayor Bilandic in Chicago found out after a winter snow storm of 1979, that just saying he did the best he could with the resources they had, cost him his mayor’s job. The citizens of Chicago said that kind of response was not sufficient to re-elect him to office. They felt they deserved better and did in fact get better from their next mayor. Should we expect any less from our elected officials?


     It is particularly troubling to encourage residents to take matters into their own hands as it has been encouraged in the June Newsletter and do their own roadway maintenance. WOW, this is amazing that township government wants residents to take on this township responsibility.           


     Who pays for materials? Can township equipment be used? Can township supplies be used? What if someone gets hurt? What if 


property gets damaged? What insurance covers residents working on roadways? Question after question comes to mind that makes this approval by our elected officials an unwise suggestion to cover their inability to do what residents have elected them to do. 


     This granting of approval to work on township roadways, by our government officials, may even create a situation that they may be liable for damages in the event of a law suit, due to a resident following their direction. This seems like a desperate attempt to deflect criticism from their inaction to the residents that are raising their voice about the problems.   





Joe Lee,
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Mary Ann Schneider


